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S  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  {  'J'Q 

Td^Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information-U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


June  3,  1955 
Letter  No.  667 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Eemem'ber  your  National  Association  of  Television  and  Ladio  Farm 
Directors  meets  here  June  20,  21,  and  22.    The  news  conference  with-.  Secre- 
tary_  of  Agriculture  Benson  is  all  set  for  10:00  a.m.  Monday,  June  20.  We 
will  have  several  roving  mikes  on  Iriand  to  pick  up  any  questions  you  may 
want  to  ask  the  Secretary,  and  \Te  plan  to  record  "both  the  questions  and 
answers .    We  will  make  duts  for  any  of  you  who  want  them.    And  in  all  your 
remembering,  don't  forget  to  get  your  personal  data  cards  in  to  Louis 
Wilson  "by  June  I5,  if  you  expect  to  visit  President  Eisenhower  with  us  at 
11:30  a.m.  Tuesday,  at  the  White  House.    The  KATRFD  program  will  include  an 
optional  trip  to  Beltsville  on  Wednesday  and  a  numher  of  other  interesting 
side-lighte^  including  the  side-vheeler  trip  on  Chesapeake  Bay.    More  de- 
tailed program  in  next  week's  Letter. 


Great  Plains  Agricultural  Conference 

At  Denver,  late  yesterday,  the  10-State  Great  Plains  Agricultural 
Conference  wound  up  its  three -day  series  of  meetings  with  a  statement  of 
findings  and  policies.    They  asked  Secretary  Benson  and  the  Governors  to 
get  the  reaction  of  farm  organizations  to  the  conclusions  they  have  reached. 
Among  the  many  recommendations  which  will  form  the  basis  of  such  discussions 
in  the  weeks  and  months  ahead,  the  conferees  emphasized  the  importance  of 
information,  to  keep  farm  and  ranch  people  aware  of  the  problems  and  the 
most  practical  solutions  for  each.    Also  town  and  city  people,  so  the 
cooperation  can  be  complete.    They  pointed  out  that  such  information 
should  not  only  include  people  in  the  Plains  themselves,  but  the  people 
of  the  whole  country.    Their  idea  is  that  all  educational  programs  should 
lead  to  definite  and  well-irif ormed  action.    In  their  concluding  statement 
they  admitted  that  drought,  floods,  and  other  disasters  cannot  be  prevented  - 
but  they  were  confident  that  the  damaging  effects  can  be  greatly  reduced. 
First,  the  remedies  and  procedures  will  have  to  be  threshed  out  and  agreed 
to.    Then  it  is  going  to  take  complete  team  work,  to  move  forward  toward 
more  prosperous  farming  and  ranching.    As  we  get  it,  we  are  all  going  to 
have  plenty  to  do       and  not  least  of  all,  the  EFDs. 


Insect  Pest  Survey  of  Week 

USDA-State  Co-op  entomologists  report  army  worm  infestation  on 
wane  in  Tenn. ,  but  hitting  small  grain  in  Mo.,  Kansas  and  N.G.  The 
vegetable  weevil  has  shown  up  for  the  first  time  in  history  in  Kentucky 
and  Missouri.    The  corn  borer  forms  a  serious  threat  in  Iowa  this  year, 
with  egg  laying  at  a  peak  in  about  a  week.    The  sugar  cane  beetle  is 
doing  damage  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 
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USDA  Motion  Pictures  for  TV 

Walter  Scott,  Motion  Picture  Service,  lists  us  a  number  of  USDA 
films  available  and  timely  now  for  use  on  TV;  such  as  "Compass  for  Agriculture" 
(20  min.  sd. ,  Td&w  or  color)  which  descrihes  the  work  of  the  Crop  Reporting 
Service;  "Freezing  Fruits  and  Vegetablee"  (l6  min. .  sd.,  color);  "The  Good 
Egfi"  (6f  min.  sd.,  "b&w)  in  which  a  magician  reveals  attractive  ways  to  pre- 
pare eggs;  "Grass:  The  Big  Story"  (30  min.,  sd.,  color)  shows  how  to  put 
poor  land  to  profitable  use;  "Killing  Weeds  with  2,^-D"  (1?  min.  sd.  color); 
and  "Water  for  a  Nation"  (19  min.,  sd.,  Mw)  which  shows  how  soil -and -water 
conservation  protects  the  water  supply.    Contact  your  land  grant  college 
for  free  use  of  these  films.    If  that  doesn't  seem  to  work,  write  us. 

Men  of  Distinction  in  Communication 

Across  the  street  at  the  Sylvan  Theatre,  below  the  Washington 
Monument,  day  before  yesterday,  the  Department  held  its  annual  Honor  Awards 
Ceremony.    Several  won  kudos  for  communications  work.    Lester  Schlup  was 
given  the  distinguished  service  citation  for  developing  ways  the  Extension 
Service  can  reach  farm  people  better.    Cited  for  Superior  Service  were: 
AMS  Leon  Davis  for  his  invaluable  market  news  for  dairy  and  poultry  products; 
Charlie  Eshbach,  Ext.,  Boston,  for  educating  consumers  in  the  northeast  to 
better  buying;  Dave  Hall,  AES,  for  the  professional  entomology  centennial 
information  program  last  year;  Lisle  Longsdorf ;  Kansas  Ext.  now  serving  as 
assistant  director  of  USDA  Inf ormation7~'f or  developing  communication  methods 
in  Kansas  and  other  parts  of  the  country;  George  Bound,_  Nebraska  Ext.,  for 
his  highly  successful  program  of  agricultural  information  in  Nebraska;  and 
Frank  Teuton,  ARS,  for  his  resourcefulness  in  ag.  research  demonstrations. 
All  in  all^  nine  employees  were  presented  Distinguished  Service  Awards,  and 
119  Superior  Service  Awards. 

People  Salute  Ted  Mangner 

Ted  Mangner,  KMOX.  St.  Louis,  and  some  of  his  gyrations,  ministra- 
tions and  pontif ications  are  subject  of  a  U-page  (5  pictures)  spread  in  the 
June  1^  issue  of  "People  Today"  a  pocket -sized  publication.    The  gyrations 
include  30,000  miles  per  year;  the  finding  of  wives  for  7  bachelor  farmers 
and  the  advocation  of  getting  rid  of  certain  undesirable  plants  (including 
weeds  and  corn  smut)  by  preparing  edible  foods  from  them  are  some  of  the 
ministrations;  and  among  the  pontif ications  is:  "The  best  way  to  get  on  the 
other  side  of  the  street  (in  St.  Louis  traffic)  is  to  be  born  there." 

The  Honey  Bee  on  TV 

The  busy  little  honey  bee  is  really  worth  more  than  most  of  us 
realize.    Bees  produce  about  25O  million  pounds  of  honey  every  year,  but  they 
are  worth  many  times  more  for  their  work  in  pollination  of  crops.    More  than 
50  basic  crops  in  this  country  depend  on  them.    Leo  Geier  tells  us  slides 
showing  some  close-ups  of  the  bees'  private  life  are  scheduled  for  mailing 
in  the  regular  USDA  television  package  on  June  10.    It  is  called  "  TEE  BUSY 

BEE"  During  the  ed.  TV  session  of  the  NARTB  meeting  in  Washington 

last  week,  Leo  gathered  this  bit  of  program  pollen  -  "First  find  the  need. 
Then  build  a  program  that  will  meet  that  need."    That  is  so  basic  we  all  know 
it  -  yet  many  overlook  it. 
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National  Agricultural  Television  Clinic  --  Dates  and  Place  Set 


The  University  of  Missouri  at  Columbia,  and  KOMJ-TV.  the  University 
station,  vill  Toe  hosts  to  the  clinic  on  September  2,  3  and  h.  to  be  followed 
"by  a  tvo-day  workshop.    The  clinic  is  for  persons  actively  engaged  in  the 
programming  and  production  of  agricultural  television  programs.  Management 
of  the  clinic  vill  be  administered  by  the  National  Project  in  Agricultural 
Communications,  under  direct  supervision  of  John  A.  Morrow. 

Sponsors  are  these  groups:  Agricultural  Relations  Council,  the 
American  Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors,  the  Association  of 
Land  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities,  the  National  Association  of  Radio  and 
Television  Farm  Directors  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Main  objectives  are  to  develop:  a)  Means  to  attract  and  hold  audiences  for 
agricultural  television  programs;  and  b)  Methods  to  achieve  greater  impact 
on  agricultural  television  audiences. 

You  can  get  more  information  by  i/riting  John  Morrow  at  NPAC  ^  Wells 
Hall.  Michigan  State  College,  East  Lansing,  Michigan.    John  says  the  program 
is  pretty  complete  now.    More  information  will  be  reaching  you  right  along, 
via  this  Letter  and  other  media.    The  advisory  committee  representing  the 
sponsoring  groups  announced  that  participants  will  be  recruited  from:  Radio 
and  TV  farm  directors;  agricultural  extension  TV  editors  and  specialists; 
advertising  agencies  handling  agricultural  accounts;  commercial  sponsors  of 
agricultural  TV  programs;  farm  organizations  producing  TV  programs;  county 
extension  people  producing  farm  TV  programs;  station  management  (conanercial 
or  educational)  interested  in  programming  and  producing  agricultural  TV  shows. 

Good  Station  Relations  Fay  Off 

This  week  the  Worcester  (Massachusetts)  County  Extension  Service  is 
"sponsoring"  the  "Kukla,  Fran  and  Ollie"  show  on  W7QR-TV,  Channel  lU, 
Worcester.    V/V/OR-TV  program  manager ;  Tom  Sawyer,  offered  Extension  the  spot 
free  of  charge  this  week  when  the  program  would  have  been  station-sustaining. 
Each  night  Extension  presents  tvro  spot  announcements  with  visuals  showing 
the  importance  of  farmers  and  farming  to  consumers  in  Industrialized  Worcester. 
Robert  Simmons,  Ext.  says  this  welcome  offer  was  typical  of  the  fine  coopera- 
tion the  University  and  Extension  has  had  from  WOh-TV  ever  since  they 
started  producing  a  weekly  "Home  and  Garden"  program  on  WOR  TV  about  8 
months  ago.    And  Robert  adds  this  thought:  "There  are  undoubtedly  other 
good-pulling  programs  now  being  sustained  by  TJEF  stations  in  other  states, 
whose  managers  would  be  happy  to  have  an  informational  spot  inserted  live 
by  local  Extension  people." 

Former  4-H'ers  Coming  Back 

This  year's  k-E  Club  Camp  here  in  V/ashington  June  1^  through  22 
marks  the  Silver,  25th,  Anniversary  of  these  Club  Camps."  Joe'Tonkin  tells 
u£  that  beside  the  two  k-E  Club  boys,  and  t^^^o  k-E  Club  girls,  from  each  state, 
about  30c  former  k~E  Campers  have  indicated  they  will  be  back  at  their  own 
expense  to  take  part  in  the  celebration.    They  will  have  their  own  big  day, 
Monday,  June  20.    At  that  time  ex-i+-H  Indiana  delegate,  Assistant  Secretary 
Butz  '30,  who  married  another  former  Camper,  will  speak  to  the  special  returnee 
guests.    Forty  states  and  Puerto  Rico  have  already  indicated  they  will  have 
one  or  more  former  Gamp  df>]p{^,ates  at  this  Silver  Jubilee.    All  of  this  sounds 
to  us  like  a  number  of  good  tape  i-ecoi-di.ng  possibilities. 


Farm  and  Some  Network  Shows  June  11 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Ecur  •  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     "The  Eastern  Shore  Broiler 
Auctions  and  Delmarva  Chicken  Festival," 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:1?  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  vrith  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Eastern  Flam  Show  at  Staunton. 
Virginia"  with  Bob  Kees^  VPI;  "Chicken  for  Father's  Day"  with  Herman  Miller^ 
AMS,  and  Frank  Gordy,  U.  of  Del.;  and  "Liquid  Fertilizers"  with  Ward 
Konkle^  Ohio  Exp.  Station. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Our  Foreign 
Agricultural  Policy  and  Public  Law  kQo"  with  Gwynn  Garnett,  Adm.  FAS. 

National  Padio  Garden  Show  with  Jack  Boley.    Features : "Practical 
Gardening  Tips"  with  Cy  Briggs^  AMS. 


Grain  Storage  Pest  Survey  On 


ARS  pest  control  inspectors  are  now  searching  suspected  areas  to 
locate  any  infestations  of  the  khapra  "beetle .    Fated  the  world's  worst  pest 
of  stored  grain,  this  tiny  (eighth  of  an  inch)  insect  multiplies  fantastic- 
ally fast  and  to  astronomical  numbers.    Last  month  ll6  locations  in  Calif., 
52  in  Arizona,  and  k  in  New  Mexico  vere  under  quarantine  on  account  of  this 
little  bug  which  was  first  discovered  in  this  country  in  '53.    USDA  officials 
expect  that  known  infested  warehouses  in  New  Mexico  will  be  cleaned  up  within 
a  few  weeks.    USDA  inspectors,  in  cooperation  with  State  Departments  of 
Agriculture^  have  made  surveys  in  parts  of  Texas  and  Louisiana,  and  are 
now  making  surveys  in  Colorado,  and  will  extend  them  to  other  states.  To 
get  rid  of  this  beetle  when  discovered,  entire  buildings  are  sealed  over 
under  tarpaulins,  in  what  officials  say  is  the  largest  grain-storage  build- 
ing fumigation  program  ever  undertaken.    This  is  the  most  effective  way  the 
entomologists  have  found  to  reach  this  insect.    After  gassing,  killed  khapra 
beetles  have  been  shoveled  out  of  some  warehouses  by  the  truckload. 


Big  Wheat  Speech  Telecast 


Ken  Keefer,  of  KTVE,  Hutchinson^  Kansas,  reports  that  Secretary 
Benson's  big  wheat  speech  at  Hutchinson  last  week  was  telecast  in  its 
entirety  by  remote  control  from  the  Sports  Arena  through  the  facilities  of 
KTVH  and  its  staff.    Farmers  from  all  parts  of  Kansas  also  heard  the  speech 

direct  in  the  Arena  KFD  Carl  Herzmann  until  this  week  with  KLZ 

and  KLZ  TV  at  Denver  will  rejoin  the  Colorado  Extension  Service  July  1st 
as  Ext.  Conservationist  at  Colorado  A  &  M. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Se]/vice 


LETTBR 


U.  S.  OEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  '^Q 

"  Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


June  10,  1955 

i.  Letter  No.  668 

Dear  Farm  Director: 

The  red  carpet  is  fresh  "back  from  the  cleaners.    Our  crev  of  roll- 
outers  is  ready  to  smooth  your  path  to  each  event  of  the  NATRFD  meeting 
here  June  20,  21  and  22.    The  official  program  is  on  the  next  page.  For 
the  BFD  ladies  and  children,  Wanda  Jones ,  of  this  office ^  and  Marian 
Jarnigan,  of  the  Motion  Picture  Service,  have  lined  up  numerous  entertain- 
ment possibilities,  and  will  help  arrange  details. 

Vigorous  Eural  Development  Program 

At  Memphis  day  "before  yesterday,  members  of  a  work  committee  of 
the  28  State  Eural  Development  Conference  made  it  clear  they  want  no  feeble 
effort  at  rural  development  palmed  off  as  the  real  thing.    USDA  officials 
who  attended  the  meeting  report  that  it  clearly  demonstrated  that  the 
States  stand  ready  to  cooperate  closely  in  a  coordinated  attack  on  the  prob- 
lems of  farmers  in  the  less  productive  parts  of  the  country.  Outstanding 
emphasis  was  put  on  stimulating  local  initiative  and  encouraging  family  and 
neighborhood  participation.    The  conferees  agreed  on  the  need  for  clear 
commitments  on  financial  help.    They  suggested  Federal  committees  now  in 
existence  should  continue  to  function;  that  State  Advisory  Committees  should 
be  set  up  to  take  leadership  in  setting  patterns  for  programs;  but  that 
emphasis  at  all  times  should  be  put  on  local  initiative  in  devising  programs 
and  making  decisions. 

Future  Uses  of  Drying  Oils  Crops 

Yesterday  USDA  researchers  pointed  out  to  farmers,  oil  processors, 
and  oil -using  industries  that  oilseed  may  become  more  important  as  basic 
chemical  raw  materials.    AMS  and  ARS  announced  the  findings  made  by  the 
Battelle  lyfemorial  Institute,  Columbus,  Ohio,  under  contract  with  the  Dept. 
Through  nationwide  interviews  with  paint  and  varnish  people  and  other  users 
of  drying  oils,  the  investigators  found  linseed  oil  continues  tope  for  out 
door  house  paint.     (2)  soybean,  tung,  and  dehydrated  castor  oils  are  being 
used  particularly  for  the  unique  properties  of  each  oil.     (3)  But^  in  recent 
years,  drying  oils  from  farm  crops  have  more  and  more  given  place  to 
synthetic  materials  and  tall  oil.    And  (h)  the  researchers  conclude  that 
potentially  J  drying  oils  might  well  serve  as  raw  materials  for  making  other 
film  formers  that  would  have  even  better  properties  than  the  industry  is 
novr  getting  from  synthetic  materials.    Before  these  market  potentialities 
can  be  realized,  however,  oil  crop  farmers  and  others  will  need  to  recognize 
the  value  of  drying  oils  as  basic  chemical  raw  materials.    Considerable  more 
research  will  also  be  needed  to  adapt  farm  oils  to  these  new  purposes. 
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OFFICIAL  PROGRAM  NATRFD  MEETING,  JUME  20,  21,  22,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Sunday,  June  19  3:00  p.m.  -  Registration  -  Open  House  -  Official  Suite  - 
Hotel  Washington 

Monday,  June  20 

5:00  a.m.  Breakfast  -  Hotel  Washineton.  Host:  Milk  Producers  Federation. 
9:30  a.m.  Convene  in  Room  218,  Adm.  Bldg.,  UBDA,  Frank  Atvood,  Chairman. 
10:00  a.m.  Secretary  Ezra  Taft  Benson  answers  questions.    Tape  recording 
will  be  made. 

11:00  a.m.  Ass't  Secretaries  Ervin  L.  Peterson,  Earl  L.  Butz  and  Jamee  A. 

McConnell  and  Oris  V.  Wells,  Admr.  AMS  ■-  question  and  answer  period. 

12'.k^        Luncheon  -  Hotel  Washington,    Host:  American  Plant  Food  Council. 

Farm  organization  leaders  panel ,  Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Moderator. 
Eerschel  Newsom,  National  Grange;  Homer  Brlnkley,  Nat'l  Council 
Farmer  Co-ops;  John  Baker,  Farmers  Union;  Mike  Norton,  Milk 
Producers  Fed. 

3:50  p.m.  "STRAIGHT  FROM  THE  HORSE'S  MOUTH" 

USDA  Information  ~  R,  Lyle  Wehster 
Wire  services  paiiel:    Murray  Cox,  WAA,  Moderator 
Ovid  Martin,  AP;  Bemie  Brenner,  UP;  John  Booth,  INS 
Washington  Agricultural  Dope  Sheet  Writers  -  Claude  Mahoney,  CBS, 

Moderator 

Wayne  Darrow  -  'Vayne  Harrow's  Washington  Farmletter" 

Fred  Bailey  -  "Washington  Farm  Reporter" 

Bill  Parker  -  "Kiplinger's  Agricultural  Letter" 

Glenn  Martz  -  "The  Lowdown  on  Farm.  Affairs  from  Washington. " 

6  to  7  p.m.  Reception 

7  to  8:30  p.m.  Dinner  -  Hotel  Washington.    Host:  American  Feed  Manufacturers* 

Entertainment  Association. 

Tuesday,  June  21 

7:^5  a.m.    Breakfast  -  Hotel  Washington.    Host:  Foundation  for  American 

Agriculture 

"What's  New  in  Ag.  Weather  Forecasting"  -  Jim  Beall,  U.  S.  Weather 

Bureau 

9:30  to  10:^5  Discussions  with  members  of  Senate  and  House  Agricultural 
Committees  and  Agricultural  Subcommittees  of  Committee  on 
Appropriations.    U.  S.  Capitol 

11:15  a.m.    Meet  President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 

12:30     Buses  leave  Hotel  Washington  for  Annapolis  (snacks  en  route) 
2:00  p.m.  Embark  for  Chesapeake  Bay  cruise, 
8:00  p.m.  Return  to  VJashington 

Wednesday,  June  22 

6:30  a.m.  Breakf as t  -  Hotel  Washington.  Host:  American  Farm  Bureau  Fed, 

Radio  Advertising  Bureau  presentation. 

10:00  a,m.  Optional:  Lv.  for  Beltsville  (1  hr.  ride)  Tour:  Exp.  Sta.,  labs,  etc. 

12:00  Dutch  lunch  at  Beltsville  Cafeteria. 

Other  optional  activities:  Visit  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture. 

Voice  of  America  studios. 
Smithsonian  Institution,  National  Art 
Gallery,  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
Mount  Vernon,  Arlington  Nat'l  Cemetery^ 
T'ashlngton  radio  and  TV  stations,  etc. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shove  June  l8 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 

ABC  yunerlcan  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:     "Beport  from  ^-H  Club  Camp"  "by 
Foster  Mullenax  and  guests;  "The  Wheat  referendum";  and  "International 
Farming"  with  Knowlton  Nash,  IFAP. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Silver  Anniversary  of  k-B. 
Club  Camp"  with  Leon  Clayton,  S.C.  k-E  Leader;  1955  Club  Camp  Delegate;  and 
Layne  Beaty. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:     "The  Wheat 
Story"  with  Under  Secretary  True  D.  Morse,  USDA. 

National  Radio  Garden  Show  with  Jack  Boley.    Features:     "Tips  on 
Iris  Growing"  with  Arthur  Mason,  CSS. 

USDA  TV  Package  -  h  min.  film  with  script  "Aircraft  in  Agriculture." 

Correction;  National  Ag.  TV  Clinic 

.  Last  week  when  we  announced  the  National  Agricultural  Television 

Clinic  to  be  held  Sept.  2,  3  and  h  at  the  U.  of  Mo.  and  KOMU-TV  we 
erroneously  stated  it  would  be  followed  by  a  two-day  workshop.    John  Morrow 
of  NPAC,  mgr.  of  the  Clinic,  said  yesterday  that  registrations  are  snowballing. 

Foreign  Service  Silver  Anniversary 

USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  this  week  celebrated  its  25th 
anniversary  with  appropriate  ceremonies  on  the  Monument  Ground  and  in  the 
garden  of  the  Pan-American  Union.    It  was  originally  set  up  as  part  of  the 
old  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  in  1930,  when  surpluses  were  mounting, 
to  aid  U.S.  farm  exports.    From  '39  to  '53  FAS  was  known  as  OFAE.  Today's 
FAS  was  set  up  in  '53,  when  foreign  market  promotion  was  again  needed.  It 
now  has  about  a  dozen  market  specialists  abroad  at  all  times  seeking  foreign 
outlets  for  U.S.  farm  products  and  keeping  track  of  developments  that  affect 
world  trade  in  U.S.  agricultural  commodities. 

Outstanding  Farm  Family  Awards 

Bob  Parker,  PFD  WBAY  &  WBAY  TV,  reports  that  at  their  second  annual 
Outstanding  Farm  Family  Banquet  in  Green  Bay  recently,  22  farm  families  from 
11  Northeastern  Wisconsin  Counties,  received  plaques  and  gift  awards  for 
their  soil  conservation,  the  use  of  improved  farming  practices,  and  their 
contributions  to  better  farm  family  living.    The  Station  cooperates  with  three 
other  sponsors  through  its  Farm  Service  Department  in  giving  the  Banquet.  .  , 
Jack  Towers  just  reports  that  Bob  Bees ,  VPI  did  a  pickup  at  Eastern  Stud  Raia 
Show  at  Staunton  today  and  is  driving  the  I35  miles  to  Washington  to  get  the 
tape  here  in  time  for  Jack  to  -use  on  the  ABC  show  tomorrow. 


k 


RFPg  Are  Certainly  Golnc  Plucee ! .' 


Murray  and  Polly  Cox,  WM,  Dallae^  rolled  into  town  with  l6l 
TexanSj  including  an  undetermined  number  of  millionaires,  on  a  special 
train  Thursday  morning  for  a  day  in  the  capital  city.    It  was  part  of  their 
sixth  annual  two- week  tour  of  Texas  farmers  and  ranchmen.    They  saw  agricul- 
tural attractions  in  the  midwest,  then  went  from  here  to  New  Jersey,  on  to 
New  York,  and  BerTJiuda.    J.  C.  Patterson,  KWTX  AM  So  TV,  VacOj  and  hire,  'atterson 
were  along,  too,  sending  TV  stuff  home  to  Johnny  Wat kins  every  night.  Murray 

will  come  back  to  Washington  for  the  NATRFD  meeting  June  2C-22  

Meanwhile,  Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha^  sends  in  the  itinerary  for  hie  8th  annual 
WOW  Farm  Study  Tour,  Nov.  h-20  through  Illinois,  Kentucky,  and  states  of  the 
Deep  South,  to  Nassau  and  back  via  New  Orleans  and  Missouri. 

IFYE  Are  Interested  -  - 

In  home  boys  and  girls  going  abroad  to  work  on  farms,  we  enclose 
with  this  Letter  names,  addresses,  and  sailing  dates  of  delegates  --77 
International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  delegates,  representing  33  states,  leaving 
the  U.S.A.  this  month  to  sample  farm  life  in  26  countries  throughout  the 
world.    They  will  spend  about  five  months  living  and  working  with  farm 
families  as  grass-roots  ambassadors^  promoting  better  understanding  between 
the  people  in  the  U.S.  and  cooperating  countries.    This  IFYE  program  is 
financed  by  private  contributions  and  Jointly  sponsored  by  the  National  k-E 
Club  Foundation  and  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service.    If  any  of  you  want 
to  arrange  for  special  reports  from  delegates  in  your  state,  and  have  not 
yet  had  a  chance  to  do  so,  we  suggest  you  drop  a  line  to  Everett  Bierman, 
Information  Officer  for  the  National  k-E  Club  Foundation,  Silver  Spring,  Md. 

Co-op  Insect  Pest  Survey  Beports  •• 

Grasshoppers  remain  the  principal  pest  in  New  Mexico,  with  controls 
needed.    They  continue  to  build  up  in  Nebraska.    Threatening  'hopper  popula- 
tions remain  in  Kansas.    The  situation  is  severe  to  critical  in  Missouri, 
Grasshoppers  are  important  in  10  northern  counties  of  Texas  in  pastures, 
field  crops,  and  fence  rows.    Also  reported  Pa.,  N.C.,  La.,  111.,  and  S.D., 
Mont.   .  Army  vorms  still  doing  damage  to  small  grains  in  Kansas  and  Missouri, 
but  beginning  to  decrease.    Spotted  in  111.,  beginning  to  appear  in  Delaware 
and  Nferyland,  but  outbreaks  subsiding  in  N.C.  and  over  in  Tenn,  Alfalfa 
weevil  found  for  first  time  in  I.  C. 

AMS  Crop  Reporting  Board  Says  - 

Winter  grains  and  early  hay  were  too  near  maturity  to  profit  much 
from  the  rains  that  drenched  millions  of  acres.    Slow  progress  in  earlier 
weeks  from  dry  or  cool  vreather  or  crippling  March  freeze  damage  has  not 
been  offset.    Greatest  gains  are  in  prospect  for  corn,  spring  grains,  cotton, 
tobacco,  new  plantings  of  sorghums,  other  catch  crops,  and  pasture  and  late 
forage.    For  details,  see  the  crop  report  out  today. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure  ''^^^ 

^—""^^i    Layne  Beaty  .  Chiey 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


^^6\iy^^PiA^^^\^^^  Service 

Office  of  liforiTiatron^y  s.O^^iiO'tmijnt  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


JUL    11955  * 


June  17.  19^^5 
66c 


Letter  No-  660 


U,  8.  DEPARTMENT  OF  ASRIORTURt  j 

Bj  the  time  thi'^'tetxer^ L'¥acKei"^y^r ' addrees  ^  you  may  "be  here 
talking  things  over  vith  ue  person  to  person.    Any^:ay,  the  MTRFD  meeting 
will  be  in  full  ev/ing.  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  many  of  you. 
Things  eeem  to  be  shaping  up  for  a  good  gathering.    One  hundred  and  twenty 
five  RFD's  have  already  registered,  \Q  with  wives  and  children.    By  Monday^ 
we  expect  a  lot  more.    For  those  of  you  who,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
can't  make  it  this  trip,  we  will  try  to  send  a  little  fill-in  on  ^rhat 
h-appens  next  week. 


Long-Range  Plains  Program 

Details  of  a  proposed  long-range  land  use  program  for  the  Great 
Plains  are  now  being  reviewed  by  farm  organizations  and  other  groups. 
That's  the  program  worked  out  at  the  recent  Denver  meeting  by  Federal 
and  State  officials  and  specialists.    USDA  agencies  are  preparing  to  ad- 
just their  plans  to  fit  in  on  this  far-sighted  effort  to  meet  the  recurring 
threat  of  drought  disaster  to  Plains  farmers.    Assistant  Secretary 
Peterson  announced  yesterday  that  immediate  steps  are  being  taken  to 
step  up  completion  of  soil  survey  work  in  Wyoming.  Nebraska,  Kansas 
Colorado,  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico,  and  Texas.     SCS  Administrator  l/illiams 
has  called  a  meeting  in  Amarillo  July  6-8  to  work  out  the  details  of  the 
speed-up.    More  surveyors  will  be  put  to  work  to  finish  the  field  mapping 
before  the  1st  of  July  '59.    This  soils  mapping  and  land  classification 
is  considered  most  important  in  guiding  farmers  in  shifting  land  to  the 
kind  of  use  for  which  it  is  best  suited. 


Big  Hheat  Decision  on  June  24 


Officials  here  are  urging  \fheat  farmers  to  consider  well  the  prob- 
lems involved  in  their  votes  in  the  big  -^rheat  referendum  a  week  from 
tomorrow.    As  you  Imow,  if  eligible  farmers  approve  quotas,  the  minimum 
national  average  support  for  next  year's  crop  of  wheat  will  be  .''I.81  a 
bushel.    If  more  than  a  third  of  the  wheat  farmers  voting  vote  "no" 
under  present  legislation,  the  support  level  will  amount  to  50^,'  of  parity, 
or  about  $1.19  a  buchel.    You  can  get  information  on  local  voting  places,' 
hours  of  voting;  locally  eligible  voters,  and  other  details  of  the  program 
from  your  county  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Office  or  from 
county  or  community  ASC  committeemen.    Before  voting^  farmers  should  study 
the  wheat  situation  carefully.    They  should  make  their  decision  with  full 
understanding.    It  is  their  decision  --  and  it  is  an  important  one. 


-  2  ■ 

OFFICI/X  MT!RrD  PECgl/J^  -  COIgECTIOIT 

The  complete  listing,  of  hosts  for  the  reception  and  dinner  Monday 
night.  June  20^  should  read:    6:30  to  7  P-m.  Eeception  -  Hotel  Washington  - 
Host  -  American  Feed  Manufacturer's  Association.    7:C0  to  3:30  p.m.  Dinner  - 
Hosts:  Grocery  kfe.nufacturers  of  /imerica^  and  Nitrogen  Division^  Allied 
Chemical  and  Dye  Corporation, 

Entertainment  -  Hosts:  National  Agricultural  Chemicals  Association  and 
Herbicides  Division  (NACA) . 

Far-East  Cotton  Market  Survey 

Carl  Campbell , _  FAS .  is  just  back  from  scouting  for  cotton  export 
prospects  in  the  Far  East.    While  in  Pakistan,  he  worked  irith  the  American 
Embassy  and  the  Government  of  Pakistan  in  developing  procedures  for  a  three 
vay  cotton  transaction  under  public  law  kQO.    Iftider  that  transaction^ 
Pakistan  gets  cotton  from  us  which  it  exchanges  with  other  countries  for 
the  textiles  it  needs.     In  India^  Thailand,  Hong  Kong,  and  Japan,  he  looked 
into  the  possibilities  of  exporting  cotton  to  them,  as  the  cotton  and 
textile  situation  improves  in  those  countries. 

New  Gas  Mask  for  Insecticides 

Yesterday  USDA  announced  that  new  and  better  filters  for  gas  masks 
had  passed  farm  safety  tests.    War-surplus  gas  masks,  with  ordinary  charcoal 
filters,  didn't  provide  the  handlers  of  the  nearer  insect  killers  with  the 
protection  they  needed.    Those  gas  masks  let  in  too  much  of  such  highly 
penetrative  phosphate -type  systemic  insecticides  as  demeton.    But  the  new 
masks  equipped  with  filters  made  of  glass  wool  impregnated  with  a  special 
resin,  or  a  special  grade  of  fine -fiber  w-ood  pulp,  or  a  special  grade  of 
fine -fiber  asbestos  proved  effective  even  against  the  dangerous  chemical 
demeton. 

Next  Year's  National  ACP  Program 

Wednesday,  the  department  announced  an  ACP  program  for  '56,  much 
like  the  one  this  year.    That's  the  plan  imder  which  the  Government  shares 
with  farmers  and  ranchmen  part  of  the  cost  of  certain  conservation  practices 
on  the  farm.     However,  the  conservation  specialists  expect  the  program  next 
5'-ear  to  do  a  better  job  of  helping  farmers  meet  the  problems  on  their  ovm 
farms.    Congress  recently  authorized  a.  fund  of  $250  million  for  this  work. 
Programs  vary  from  county  to  county.    Ask  your  local  Agricultural  Stabiliza- 
tion and  Conservation  Program  for  e^rx^'  information  about  the  program  in  your 
counties,  or  a-sk  your  county  agent.    He  is  usually  a  member  of  the  Committee 
and  it  works  in  cooperation  with  local  representatives  of  SCS  and  the  U.S. 
Forest  Service.    Together  these  agencies  develop  county  programs  after  they 
get  the  advice  and  suggestions  of  other  farm  groups  in  the  county.  The 
main  emphasis  in  '56  i/ill  be  on  enduring  conservation  practices  --  but  the 
sharing  is  not  limited  to  such  practices. 

The  Federated  Farmers  Cooperativec  of  Italy  presents  a  weekly  television 
show  on  the  Italian  network. 
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Farm  and  Home  NetT7ork  Sho\rs  June  2k 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:C0  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  Feve"  vith  Jack  Tovers .    Features:     "Demand  for  U.  S.  Hatchery 
Products  in  Latin  America"  vith  Herb  Ford^  FAS;  and  "Story  of  the  Lon^- 
Staple  Cotton  A£::'Ociation";  with  I,FD  John  Thomas.  KEPO^  El  Paso,  Texas. 

MC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 
EDT.     "ULDA  Headlines"  vith  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     "State  k-E  Youth 
Exchange  in  Sandhills  of  Nebraska 

CBS  Farm  Neve  vith  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:1^'  to  9:30  a.m. 
EDT.     (By  the  vay.  Claude  is  suffering  from  complications  of  the  machine 
age.    Not  long  ago,  he  ripped  a  finger  in  a  mover.    Nov.  he  says,  his  ovn 
"bees J  vho  should  knov  tetter,  have  taken  bo  dive  homhing  him  vhenever  he 
crosses  their  line  of  flight  vith  his  pover  mover. ) 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  vith  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:   "The  Milk 
Marketing  Story"  vith  Eovard  Federson  and  Cy  Briggs. 

NPxGS  "National  I.adio  Garden  Shov"  vith  Jack  Boley.  Features: 
"Garden  Plant  Insects  and  Diseases." 

You  Pick  Up  the  Argument  Here  — 

In  the  '5^  Census  of  Agriculture,  reports  on  vhich  are  nov  coming 
out,  television  sets  vere  included.    Radio  vas  dropped.    With  this  unmis- 
takahle  evidence  that  television  has  displaced  radio,  proponents  of  TV 
may  claim  an  edge  on  the  argument.     Cn  the  other  hand,  vhy  vaste  time 
counting  radios,  irhen  everyone  has  one? 

Light  Effects  on  Lov-Life  Plants 

In  our  March  11  Letter,  ve  annoxmced  the  discovery  by  USDA 
scientists  that  fungi  vere  sensitive  to  light.    Because  fungi  contain  no 
chlorophyll  as  green  plants  do,  most  everybody  up  to  that  time  had 
figured  fungi  didn't  need  light  in  their  grovth  processes.    In  about  ten 
days,  the  Department  vill  point  out  that  light  has  a  similar  effect  in 
starting  the  spore -forming  mechanism  by  vhich  fungi  multiply  as  it  does 
on  the  germnation,  flovering,  and  fruiting  of  green  plants.  Scientists 
nov  think  that  since  fungi  do  not  need  light  for  photosynthesis,  these 
simpler,  lover  forms  of  plant  life  may  serve  even  better  than  green  plants 
in  yielding  more  knovledge  of  some  of  the  vays  plants  respond  to  light. 
This  is  one  of  those  fundamental  findings  you  i.all  be  hearing  about  for  a 
long  time  to  come.    For  further  details,  see  the  forthcoming  release. 

Texans  Alert  to  Bloving 

When  Murray  Cox,  WAfv..  Dallas,  vas  here  vith  l60  Texans  on  tour 
a  v:hile  back,  rumor  got  around  about  a  damaging  windstorm  near  Wichita  Falls. 
Murray  then  rose  to  the  occasion  and  took  over  the  mike  at  a  local  night 
club,  vhere  the  group  vas  dining,  to  give  periodic  reports  on  the  blow... 
. . .  .When  increased  wheat  production  on  the  A.natolian  Plateau  in  Turkey 
brought  farmers  their  first  cash  surplus  in  many  years,  first  thing  most 
of  them  wanted  to  buy  vas  a  radio  receiver. 
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Each  Other's  Best  Customer 


Speaking  to  the  CanadicLn  Federation  of  Agriculture^  at  Regina, 
Saskatche^ran,  this  week;  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  that  there  is  more 
trade  "between  the  U.S.  and  Canada  than  "between  any  other  two  countries  in 
the  world.    He  declared  that  we  shall  not  glut  world  markets  with  t.^heat 
or  any  other  of  our  commodities  and  that  we  are  interested  in  exploring 
means  of  cooperation  with  our  competitors  in  our  various  disposal  programs. 
He  indicated  that  trheat  and  dairy  surpluses  present  a  challenge  to  our  two 
countries.    By  the  year  2_,000  he  estimated  the  U.S.  may  have  a  population 
of  250  million  and  C  .nada  a"bout  35  million.    That  would  mean  dou'ble  the 
present  demand  for  food  and  fi'ber  in  C  .nada^  a.nd  more  than  50  percent  in- 
crease in  the  U.S.    In  "both  our  countries he  said^  we  need  to  move  toward 
a  hetter  "balanced  and  permanent  type  of  agriculture. 

Plan  Fight  on  Yellow  Clover  Aphid 

In  cooperation  with  Arizona^,  California    Nevada,  and  New  Mexico^ 
the  USDA  entomologists  are  planning  to  expand  research  to  develop  "better 
vrays  to  control  the  yellow  clover  aphid  in  southwestern  alfalfa  fields.  At 
present,  the  main  trou"ble  with  control  of  this  pest  "by  insecticides  is  the 
high  cost.    If  they  can  find  insect  parasites  or  diseases  that  will  help 
keep  down  the  aphids  or  can  develop  aphid  resistant  varieties  of  alfalfa, 
they  figure  they  can  do  away  vith  the  need  for  a  su'bstantial  outlay  of  cash 
no-vr  needed  for  frequent  treatment  with  insecticides. 

Sugar  Beet  Crop  Hearing  June  27 

With  the  prospects  for  another  "big  crop  and  carryover  of  sugar 
"beets  and  sugar,  farm  acreage  allotments,  or  restrictive  proportionate 
shares  as  they  are  called  in  the  "beet  program,  seem  likely  to  "be  needed 
on  next  year's  sugar  "beet  crop.    So  the  Department  is  holding  a  public 
hearing  here  on  June  27  to  get  the  views  and  recommendations  for  use  in 
setting  up  such  allotments. 

Looking  Ahead  in  Agriculture 

At  the  72nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Seed  Trade  Ass'n 
this  Tireek  in  Minneapolis,  Secretary  Benson  reported  improvements  in  the 
agricultural  situation  provide  a  real  "basis  for  optimism.    He  expressed 
confidence  that  \re  have  seen  the  ixorst  of  the  transition  which  agricultiure 
goes  through  following  every  major  war.    Looking  ahead,  he  sees  our  popula- 
tion likely  to  reach  the  200  million  mark  within  the  next  12  to  I5  years. 
That  would  call  for  an  increase  of  20  percent  in  our  total  farm  output 
just  to  provide  all  of  tomorrow's  citizens  irith  the  same  amounts  and  kinds 
of  foods  they  are  getting  today. 

Sincerely, 


Lj,yne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Te^^f\s\on  S^ymXcb 


Dear  Farm  Director 


Office  of  Information -lU.  BMIJ'feiibr^Jhent  of  Agridulture 

★  JUL221g§f  ^ 


June  2k,  1955 
Letter  No.  670 


Picking  up  the  NA51RFD  meeting  on  the  back  lat-m  of  the  White  House, 
ner.r  the  rose  garden^  here's  the  waj  E'l'HvFD  President  Frank  Atvood  outlined 

?^esiuent  Eisenho^/er  the  activities  up  to  that  time:  "Mr.  President,  this 
is  a  group  of  farm  "broadcasters  on  radio  and  television  from  pretty  much  all 
over  the  country.    We  have  32  states  represented  here  and  members  from  Canada, 
VJe  talk  every  day  to  farm  people  and  v/e  are  here  in  Washington  in  search  of 
current  information  and  opinions  on  these  farm  problems  ■^■rith  which  you  are 
working  every  day,  sir.    We  had  a  very  wonderful  morning  yesterday  with 
Secretary  of  Agricultiure  Benson  and  the  members  of  his  Department,    Me  have 
talked  with  newspaper  men  and  the  representatives  of  farm  organizations.  Me 
have  Just  come  from  the  Capitol  where  we  had  an  informal  conference  with 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  Committees  on  Agriculture,    It  is  an  honor 
and  a  privilege,  sir.  for  us  to  pay  our  respects  to  you  as  President  of  our 
coimtry,  and  I  think  we  may  feel  also  that  we  are  making  a  neighborly  call 
on  you  as  a  Pennsylvania  farmer." 


In  His  Beply,  President  Eisenhower  pointed  out: 


That  he  feels  it  very  necessary  that  the  whole  country  be  accurately 
informed  on  farm  problems.    He  declared  the  prosperity  of  the  agricultural 
conmunity  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation  is  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the  community. . . , 
He  told  the  NATRFDs  before  him  they  are  doing  a  great  service  when  they  in- 
form the  American  people.    He  noted  that  many  people  blame  the  flexible  price 
support  law  passed  last  year,  and  said  that  only  people  like  you  can  inform 
the  public  that  it  has  not  gone  into  effect  yet.    And  he  indicated  that  it  is 
about  such  items  that  you  are  doing  a  great  service  \7hen  you  inform  the  American 
public.  .  .  He  continued  that  he  had  no  question  about  the  common  sense,  the 
logic  of  the  decisions  that  will  be  reached  by  the  American  public  irhen  they 
are  informed,  but  they  must  be  informed  accurately.    He  stated  that  the  radio 
farm  directors  have  the  mission  of  getting  hold  of  the  information,  not  only 
about  the  farm  program,  but  the  things  that  i^ill  interest  the  whole  farm 
community.    The  President  emphasized  that  the  farmer  is  not  just  a  farmer  - 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  first  and  always.    He  pointed  out  that 
if  we  are  truly  going  to  interpret  the  farm  problem  and  farm  programs  to  the 
farmers,  we've  got  to  raise  our  sights  a  long  way.    He  concluded:  "I  hope  you 
will  accept  my  thanks,  my  gratitude,  and  more  than  tho.t,  my  utter  conviction 
that  you  are  doing  a  truly  great  service  to  farmers  and  to  the  United  States 
of  America.    Thank  you  very  much. " 
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Sightseeing  Wives  and  Eide 

Wives  and  kids  of  RFDs  sav  more  of  Washington  than  did  their  pappies. 
Led  "by  Wanda  Jones  of  the  E&TV"  Service  and  Marian  Jar  nag  in  of  the  Motion 

Picture  Service,  they  had  2-|  days  of  sightseeing  in  the  capital  

Harold  J.   (Smitty)  Schmitz ,  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  ovns  a  complete  sound 
movie  outfit  vith  vhich  he  makes  features  for  his  TV  show.    Also  commercials _, 
etc.    He  was  the  official  MTRFD  photographer  (stills,  etc,)  at  the  meeting 
this  week. 

MTRFD  Questions  and  Answers 


At  the  conferences  with  the  Secretary  and  his  staff,  BFDs  fired  a 
wide  variety  of  questions  at  Department  officials  and  got  back  some  interest- 
ing answers.    ConsideralDle  interest  was  shown  in  the  new  rural  development  of 
low-Income  farmer  program.    Price  supports  also  received  quite  a  hit  of 
attention.    Some  questions  were  aimed  at  the  Immediate  wheat  problem,  others 
were  directed  to^rard  the  longer-range  view.    Here  are  just  a  fev-  random 
aamples  of  these  exchanges: 

Erwin  Eisert,  WSLM.  S^lem,  Indiana,  wanted  to  know  ho\r  long  before 
farmers  can  see  results  of  flexible  supports?  The  Secretary  pointed  out 
that  It  would  take  longer  with  some  crops  than  \7ith  others.  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  movement  will  be  gradual  and  will  take  about  three  years.  In  the 
case  of  wheat  th-at  would  be  at  the  end  of  '58.  It  may  take  something  else 
as  well  as  the  change  from  the  old  parity  to  the  ne\/  parity  to  do  the  job. 
We  were  ten  years  gettlr-g  into  the  present  situation,  and  it  will  take  some 

time  getting  out  George  Menard,  CBS,  Chicago,  asked  about  what 

has  been  done  about  incentives  for  producing  quality  wheat?    Secretar3'"  Benson 
reported  the  Department  has  made  some  study  of  this  question  and  that  his 
o\m  feeling  is  that  there  should  be  a  difference  in  the  price  incentive  to 
produce  quality  wheat.    He  revealed  that  the  Department  nov  has  the  authority 
under  present  legislation  to  provide  for  such  differentials  on  a  quality 
basis.   .....  Bob  Parker.  VEBAY,  Green  Bay.  Wis.,  inquired  about  export 

prospects  for  dairy  products.    The  Secretary  indicated  that  some  specialists 
felt  encouraged  with  the  prospects  for  further  outlets  in  the  Near  and  Far 
East,  but  he  pointed  out  that  normally  our  main  dairy  products  market  is 
here  at  home.    With  our  population  Increasing  2.6  million  a  year  and  per 
capita  consumption  of  milk  going  up,  he  thought  it  likely  we  may  find  that 
in  a  few  years  we  will  need  all  our  dairy  products  at  home. 

Need  to  Swim  Up  Stream 

In  outlining  the  problems  and  opportunities  ahead  in  the  riiral 
development  program,  Under  secretary'-  True  Morse  declared  it  is  going  to  be  a 
difficult  program  -  one  tha.t  some  people  have  said  is  "just  too  tough.  "  He 
said  a  lot  of  us  are  going  to  have  to  swim  up  stream  if  America  lives  up  to 
the  opportunities.  He  warned  that  all  states  are  Involved.  There  are  low- 
income  farmers  in  every  state.  He  noted  that  part-time  farmers  are  part  of 
our  way  of  life  and  more  attention  should  be  given  to  them. 

Grasshopper  Problem  Outstanding 

The  Insect  Pest  Survey  today  reported  the  grasshoppers  remain  a 
threat  to  crops  in  Missouri  with  damage  increasing,    Kansas,  Nebraska.  Texas, 
and  New  Mexico  report  serious  infestations.     Grasshoppers  are  abundant  in 
some  parts  of  Oklahoma,  Kentucky  and  Delaware. 
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Revised  Date  for  Beet  Hearing 

The  informal  I956  beet  crop  hearing  we  mentioned  last  Letter  has 
■been  rescheduled  for  Tuesday,  June  2b,  instead  of  Monday  as  first  announced. 
As  you  may  recall,  the  hearing  will  take  place  here  at  the  Department  to  get 
views  and  recommendations  for  use  in  establishing  farm  acreage  allotments  for 
sugar  heet  areas  in  this  country. 

Bigger  Pig  Crops  This  Year 

Basing  its  report  on  returns  from  about  li^8,000  farmers  in  all  parts 
of  the  country,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  this  week  issued  its  June  pig  report. 
The  Board  figured  a  spring  pig  crop  totaling  60,i^53,000  head  or  9  percent  more 
than  last  spring.    The  number  of  sows  farrowing  was  9  percent  more  than  a  year 
ago,  and  the  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter  was  the  same  as  in  '5^+.  Reports 
of  breeding  intentions  indicate  the  largest  number  in  12  years  of  sows  to 
farrow  next  fall.    If  those  fall  farrowing  intentions  are  realized,  and  the 
number  of  pigs  saved  is  up  to  recent  average  trends,  the  fall  crop  would  run 
10  percent  more  than  last  year,  and  I8  percent  above  average.    The  combined 
spring  and  fall  crops  for  '55  may  amount  to  101  million  head.    That  would  be 
9  percent  more  pigs  than  last  year  and  Ik  percent  more  than  average. 

Vote  on  Wool  Program  by  August  19 

Through  ballots  cast  not  later  than  August  19,  vool  and  lamb  produc- 
ers will  vote  in  a  referendum  to  decide  whether  or  not  an  agreement  for 
advertising,  promotion_,  and  related  market  development  activity  will  go  into 
effect  on  wool  and  lambs.    The  agreement  was  made  between  the  recently-organized 
American  Sheep  Producers  Council  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.    It  provides 
for  deductions  from  wool  incentive  and  pulled  wool  compensating  payments  made 
under  the  National  Wool  Act  of  '54.    The  deductions  will  provide  a  way  of 
financing  the  market  program  -  if  producers  owning  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
sheep  and  lambs ^ represented  by  votes  in  the  referendum,  vote  to  approve  the 
agreement.    Ballot  forms  are  going  out  this  week,  and  wool  growers  can  get 
them  from  county  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  offices  early  in 
July.    Ballots  voted  as  early  as  June  2?  will  be  accepted.    The  voting  from 
then  until  August  19  is  permitted  to  give  as  many  sheep  producers  a  chance  to 
vote  as  possible.    Results  of  the  referendum  will  not  be  available  until  early 
September,    For  further  details  on  this  program  and  how  it  works,  see  your 
county  ASC  offices. 

Clean  Grain  Meeting  Here  July  8 

Extension  Service  Administrator  C.  M.  Ferguson  says  that  if  our  $250 
million  annual  loss  of  stored  grain  from  insect  and  rodent  damage  is  to  be 
permanently  reduced,  efforts  of  everyone  concerned  must  be  intensified.  To 
that  end  he  has  called  a  meeting  of  all  segments  of  the  grain  trade  and  govern- 
ment and  educational  agencies  to  consider  ways  to  step  up  the  effectiveness  of 
the  clean  grain  educational  program  now  going  f onward.    See  enclosure  "Clean 
Grain  Program". 

Bice  Campaign  Scheduled  Sept.  29-Oct.  8 

Because  of  the  prospect  for  10  percent  more  rice  in  this  country  this 
year  than  normal,  growers  and  distributors  and  the  USDA  are  cooperating  in  a 
Special  Plentiful  Foods  Program  on  rice.    The  program  peaks  from  Sept,  29 
through  Oct.  8. 
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Farm  and  Hoffie  Netirork  Shovs  July  2 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:3C  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  vith  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    HigtQ-ights  from  the  American 
Home  Economics  Association  Convention. 

CBS  Farm  Fews  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:1?  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 
Fee^tures:     "Report  on  Canadian  Wheat  Growing  and  Marketing"  "by  John  Bradshav?^ 
Toronto,  Canada.    Only  casualty'-  of  this  week's  NATEIFD  meeting  was  Claude's 
running  out  of  gas  on  the  va.y  to  the  Wednesday  breakfast., 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.  "International  Farming"  with  Knowlton 
Nash;  plus  other  features  now  under  development. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Eollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Agricultural 
Farm  Policy  Discussions"  "by  Secretary  Benson  and  staff. 

NRGS  "National  Badio  Garden  Show"  with  Jack  Boley.    Features:  Dr. 
x^oy  Magruder,  AES,  on  "Fiesearch  Helps  for  Home  Gardeners". 

From  Horse  to  Helicopter 

By  way  of  celebrating  the  Forest  Service's  Golden  Anniversary,  next 
week's  USDA  TV  package  will  consist  of  a  set  of  19  photos  shewing  Forest 
Fire  Fighting  -  Old  and  New.  It  compares  the  old  time  forest  rangers  on 
horseback  with  the  new  ones  vho  get  to  the  fire  quicker  by  helicopter.  .  .  . 
This  week's  TV  package  is  a  13  picture  slide -film  strip  showing  the  farm 
hazards  to  be  avoided.  It  is  being  sent  out  early  to  help  kick  off  Farm 
Safety  Week  July  2k  to  30. 

Split -Second  Timing  and  Other  Things  - 

Doc  (W.  A.)  Puhmann,  IfflAPFt.  Worth,  who  was  in  to  the  NATRFD  meeting^ 
is  getting  some  wonderful  help  from  Bill  Durhein,  ranging  reporter  for  the 
"Star-Telegram".    Bill  carries  a  battery-driven  portable  recorder  wherever 
he  goes.    Recently  he  was  across  the  border  picking  up  Ivfexican  views  on  the 
cotton  problem.   .   .  .  John  Manchester,  Maine  Extension    offers  an  amendment 
to  our  note  on  RFD  Jake  Brofee  and  his  3 -station  regional  hookup.  John 
reports  Jake  is  actually  heard  on  five  stations  each  morning  (except  Sunday) 
at  6:30  to  7:00  --  WCSH,  Portland  "(home  base);'"l'JRDO.  Augusta;  V.^LBZ,  Bangor; 
VJABM,  Eoulton;  and  WAGM,  Presque  Isle.    He  also  is  seen  on  WCSE-TV ,  Portland 
on  Tuesday  afternoons  from  1:00  to  1:30.   .   .  Obviously,  this  leaves  little 
time  for  correspondence. 

Sincerely 

Enclosures  5  ^ — -  i 

Cm  Cdy^-?^ 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.    For  a  copy  of  the  panoramic  picture  of  the  EATPvFDs  on  the  White  House 
lawn,  write  to  the  photographer,  Joe  Tenchert,  \y2h  K  Street,  N.W. ,  Washington, 
D.  C.  and  enclose  $2.00 


